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Welcome: Prof. Andrzej Kijko joins the JWG NDSHA 

 

We are pleased to announce that Prof. Andrzej Kijko joins the JWG NDSHA. 

 

Prof. Andrzej Kijko is the Director of the University of Pretoria Natural Hazard Centre, Africa, which is located 

within the premises of the University of Pretoria. As an internationally acclaimed researcher, he has been 

active in engineering geophysics and seismology for over 36 years. Prof. Kijko’s interests and responsibilities 

have taken him around the world, and he has a wide range of experience from the various research posts 

and consulting positions he has held. More than 100 of his publications have appeared in academic journals.  

 

Prof. Kijko is the author of a book on statistical methods in engineering seismology and co-authored a book 

on mining seismology. At present he is working on a book on statistical methods in seismology, with special 

attention to engineering applications. This book was initiated and co-authored by the late Prof. Keiiti Aki. 

 

Note: The information above is from the website at https://www.up.ac.za/university-of-pretoria-natural-

hazard-centre-africa/article/1823792/prof-andrzej-kijko.  

 

Welcome, Prof. Andrzej Kijko. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mdesign estimation for 2025 Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia MW8.8 earthquake 

 

Reported by USGS, an MW8.8 event occurred in eastern Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, Russia, at 23:24:52 on 

29th July 2025 (UTC). The estimated epicenter is located at 160.324°E, 52.512°N. Figure 1 shows the spatial 

distribution of major past M≥8.0 earthquakes around the epicenter of the 2025 Kamchatka MW8.8 event. 

The parameters of these events are listed in Table 1 (USGS). An MW8.4 earthquake, highlighted in yellow in 

Table 1, 224 km away from the epicenter of the 2025 Kamchatka MW8.8 event, occurred in 1923. According 

to Panza-Rugarli law (Wang and Wen, 2024), Mdesign is defined as: 
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Mdesign=8.4+0.7=9.1 

 

a magnitude value significantly larger than the one of the recently occurred event.  

 

Figure 1 Spatial distribution of epicenters of major past events (USGS) around the recent 2025 Kamchatka 

earthquake. 

 

Reference: 

Wen, Z. P., Wang, G. X., 2024. Earthquakes and Sustainable Infrastructure - Neodeterministic (NDSHA) 

Approach Guarantees Prevention Rather Than Cure. Earthquake Science, 37, 494-497. 

 

Table 1 List of events plotted in Figure 1 

 

UTC Time Lat [°] Lon [°] Depth [km] Mag magType 

1923-02-03T16:01:50.000Z 54.486 160.472 15 8.4 mw 

1952-11-04T16:58:30.000Z 52.623 159.779 21.6 9 mw 

2006-11-15T11:14:13.570Z 46.592 153.266 10 8.3 mwc 

2007-01-13T04:23:21.160Z 46.243 154.524 10 8.1 mwc 

2013-05-24T05:44:48.980Z 54.892 153.221 598.1 8.3 mww 

2025-07-29T23:24:52.603Z 52.5117 160.3244 35 8.8 mww 
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